MUSIC.                            75
in turning God's great gift of music to the highest purposes. Undoubtedly music is then applied to its highest purpose,, when it is consecrated to Him.; but it is difficult to offer a perfect sacrifice. As lovers of music., we are (so to speak) the children of Jubal, and the blood which ran in his veins runs in ours, and there is danger of being tempted to evil by that which seems to be, and indeed is, very good. Nevertheless, it is well for us to recognize and feel how great and true a gift music is. It is well that we should have high and dignified thoughts as to its purposes and its capabilities. It is well for us to observe, that while it contributes more than any other art to the solace and pleasure of mankind, it is consecrated more universally than any other to the service of God, and is honoured by being represented in Scripture as the vehicle of worship in heaven.
This, indeed, is the crown of music. I know not in what manner the experience of St. John will bo found to be a true experience by ourselves when we appear before the throne of God. All that we read of his experience, whether in sight or sound, can. only be an. adapted- presentation of the reality in a form which flesh and blood can apprehend; but certainly it tends to raise our thoughts to the highest pitch concerning1